	THE FUNCTION OF A BLESSING

By Rabbi David Algaze

In this week’s parasha, Naso, we find the traditional Priestly Blessing. “Speak unto Aaron and his children saying, ‘Thus you shall bless the children of Israel, say to them: May the L-rd bless you and protect you…” (Bamidbar 6:22ff)

We have to understand what is a blessing. Also, the language of the blessing the Kohanim recite before they bless Israel requires an explanation. The Kohanim say, “Who sanctified us with the holiness of Aaron and commanded us to bless the people of Israel with love.” What is the significance of the “holiness of Aaron” and why is it necessary to bless Israel with love?

The Netivot Shalom explains that the world functions as a chain of receivers and emitters. There is in everything that exists a force that sends the energy and a receptor that receives it. For instance in the plant world we find that the sun and the rain are the emitters and the soil is the receptor and the plants grow as a consequence of this relationship. There is among all created things a relationship of the emitter (the mashpi’a in Hebrew) and the receiver (the mekabel). The bond between the two is love. That is the meaning of the verse in Psalm 89, “The world is built upon love.” Without love, without the connection between emitters and receivers, there would be no existence. 

We receive many things from G-d, but He wants to give us the special force of a supernatural impetus and energy: the Priestly blessing. By conferring upon us this blessing, the Kohanim are actually a vehicle to bring to Man a special energy that originates in a realm that transcends Nature. The personality of Aaron, with his penchant for love of every person was the most fitting model for the Kohanim. So as he “loved peace and pursued peace, loved people and brought them closer to G-d”, so the Kohanim invoke his character when bringing down this supernatural force to the people of Israel. That is the meaning of being sanctified with the “holiness of Aaron”.  For the same reason they must pronounce this blessing with love because love is the only mechanism by which the emitter and receiver can be connected. 

In all situations, we can be an emitter or a receiver. We need to know that we all have the capacity to be both. No one should think that he or she can never give anything. We are all endowed with some energy and some gift that only we can give to others. We should respect the times when we must act as emitters and not shy away from our responsibility. At the same time, we must know that at times we have to be receivers, that we cannot live alone. We are all receivers at some point. In these instances, we should appreciate the blessings that are given to us and experience deep gratitude that there are emitters in the world and that at times we all need some help. Of particular importance is the relationship that a student has with his teacher or a person with his rabbi. We need to have a mashpi’a in our lives to guide us and to help us but above all to be the vehicle through which the blessing of G-d will flow toward us.  We are in the emitter/receiver chain; the awareness of this fact will increase love in the world. The world is based upon love (Psalm 89)(Olam chesed yibane).



