CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

by Rabbi David Algaze

Abraham’s life is coming to an end. Yitzhak is his heir but who will be his companion?  How to choose a wife that will help him continue Abraham’s mission in the world?

“And it shall be that the maiden to whom I shall say, ‘Please tip over your jug so I may drink’ and who replies, ‘Drink and I will even water your camels,’ her will You have designated for Your servant Isaac.” (Beresheet 224:14)  
The litmus test of belonging to Abraham’s mission is hesed, kindness. Eliezer decides that the woman who can accomplish Abraham’s mission best is one endowed wit love and compassion for others. That is the distinguishing mark, par excellence, of the heirs of Abraham’s philosophy. He wanted to find someone who would have the feelings of generosity in her blood. He just asked for a little water for himself and she volunteers to water the camels! Camels are called “desert ships” for their enormous intake of water. That Rivka of her own volition offers to give them to drink is a sure sign of her infinite consideration. “So she hurried and emptied her jug into the trough and kept running to the well to draw water, and she drew for all his camels.” (ib. 20)
Rivka did not try to sneak away from doing a favor. She did not reply, “Why me?” or “I am too busy now”. She mustered her strength, saw what was needed and proceeded to do the action with alacrity and energy. This was then the “sign” that Eliezer sought. A person who wants to help others, who does not shy away from responsibility, who does not avert her eyes from the needs of other people—she is worthy to be Isaac’s companion and a true candidate to perpetuate Abraham’s mission in the world. Rivka displays here an aspect of originality and initiative. She does not simply respond to Eliezer’s request—giving him water—but adds on her own the idea of watering the camels as well. This perspicacity, this insight into what others need, is the hallmark of the generous heart. This was not the usual behavior of the common man. “he asked her for one sip and she offered to satisfy all his needs.” (Midrash Lekach Tov) 
This is then the main idea, the leitmotif, of Judaism: to do good unto others, to be considerate, to display kindness, to have a heart. It is this that the Rabbis declared, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself”—this is the central principle of the Torah and the fundamental tenet of Jewish philosophy. \
“And Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah, his mother.” Such a woman has the right to be brought into Sarah’s tent and to follow in her path, because, “she is a replica of Sarah his mother” (Rashi).
